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Vote John Gillon for Council

Leadership, experience and a commitment to the North Shore. John Gillon is excited to be standing as an
independent for one of the North Shore Ward Councillor positions of Auckland Council.

With a strong record in
leadership and governance,
John Gillon is asking for
your vote for North Shore
Councillor.

“As an Auckland Councillor,
I will put community first and
fight for the North Shore.”

“I'm pleased to have
received the support and
encouragement of  many
people from across the North
Shore to stand for Auckland
Council this election.”

“I'm positive and passionate
about our North  Shore
community. | was born on the
North Shore, grew up on the
Shore, attended Takapuna
Grammar School, and have
continued to live on the Shore
for most of my life.”

John Gillon has been Chair of
the Kaipatiki Local Board for
the last eight years, leading

a cohesive, stable and strong
board. John has a total of 18
years governance experience
on various boards, including
Auckland Kindergarten Assn,
a school board of trustees and
a community centre.

At the last election, John led
the Shore Action team to an
amazing re-election victory,
winning all eight seats of the
Kaipatiki Local Board - the
first time since the 1980s that
one team had won all seats on
a North Shore local body.

“During my time on the local
board, I've helped thousands
of people with local issues,
and ensured that I've kept the

community informed about
council projects, plans and
events.

“I've represented the
community at hearings
on developments that

inappropriately breach Unitary
Plan zoning rules, and ill-

suited liquor licences.

“'ve led the modernisation
of many playgrounds and
initiated a programme of
installing shade sails over
playgrounds to protect our
tamariki.

“'m proud to have secured
funding for upgrading many
of our bush track connections,
including the popular treetop
bridge at Kauri Glen Reserve.
Many of our walks are now

- continued on back page

Get moving - Time to fix Lake Rd

The North Shore has been
waiting decades for Lake
Road congestion to be fixed.
But it continues to get worse.
John Gillon has the solution.

In 2016/2017, Lake Road was
to finally get a well-overdue
upgrade to fix traffic congestion.
Auckland Transport consulted
on whether the community
would like a quick fix over
5 years or more significant
changes over 10 years. But
then  Auckland Transport
dropped the ball and the budget
was deferred.

Today congestion on Lake
Road remains as severe as
ever, with Auckland Transport
data indicating vehicle speeds
as low as 14km/hr, and a
maximum of only 20% of
commuters travelling by bus.
“It's absolutely not good enough
that almost a decade later, the
North Shore is still waiting for
Lake Road to be fixed,” says
John Gillon.

“I've door-knocked a lot of local
residents, and by far the most
important issue on peoples’
minds is the congestion on Lake
Road, which is no longer only
in peak time, but also during
much of the off-peak time too.”
The most serious problem area
is between Belmontand Hauraki
Corner, where the single vehicle
lane in each direction cannot
cope with the current volume
of traffic, let alone the potential

future developments allowed
for under the Unitary Plan.
Unfortunately, Auckland Council
hasn’t been busy acquiring the
properties needed to widen
the road. Instead, it has been
allowing new developments on
Lake Road to be built up to the
roadside boundary, restricting
options for solving the Lake
Road problem.
Recently  the
Takapuna Local

Devonport-
Board has

Lake Road congestion has gone on long enough

been working with Auckland
Transport on some minor quick
fixes however a full solution is
needed.

The solution

“I believe that the only way we
can properly solve Lake Road
is to add a new lane in each
direction between  Hauraki
Corner and Belmont,” says
John Gillon. “And if we make
the outside lanes transit lanes
(T2 or T3) during peak times,
we can give buses and car-
poolers priority during peak,
while outside of those times we
will have two full vehicle lanes
available in each direction for
general traffic.”

“Alongside this, we also need
to upgrade the green route,
that runs from Devonport to
Takapuna via Belmont and
Hauraki through side streets
and parks, to ensure it is
suitable enough to carry cyclists
and students. Most importantly,

- continued on page 2
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Preventing
flooding in
Milford

Like many residents, John
Gillon was shocked and
saddened at the extent of
the flooding in the 2023
storms which severely
impacted many parts of the
North Shore, most notably
the Wairau catchment.

In Milford, Wairau Valley and
elsewhere, overburdened
stormwater infrastructure
failed to protect homes and
businesses, and two people
died.

“The night of the flooding and
the uncertainty since then has
understandably been a very
stressful time for much of the
Milford community,” says John
Gillon. “Many people | have
spoken to were frightened
during the floods and now
face difficulties with insurance.
They want a resolution as
fast as possible in case there
is another flooding event.
Council must act quickly to
address the deficiencies in
stormwater infrastructure in
the Wairau catchment and
across the North Shore.”

- continued on back page
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Halving of general rubbish collection ‘unfair’

Outrageous removal
of public rubbish bins

John Gillon condemns
Auckland Council’s
proposal to change the
weekly rubbish collection
to fortnightly. This would
mean that from 2028, there
will be half the number of
collections each year.

Rubbish collections are a core
service for councils. They are
essential to protect public
health, minimise pollution,
prevent rat infestations, and
ensure that our city and
environment remain as clean
as possible. It is an extremely
important service that could
have serious consequences if it
is reduced.

“While many families have
managed to reduce their
household waste and only put
out rubbish every 2 to 6 weeks,
which is to be commended,
many more rely on the weekly
collection to dispose of nappies,
baby wipes, adult nappies, dog
poo bags, plastic-coated paper,
and other waste that cannot be
recycled or reused,” says John
Gillon.

“‘Adding to that, large families
often produce more food waste
than can fit into the small food
scraps bin. All of this will add
up to a stinky health hazard if
it cannot be collected weekly.”

Changes in 2024 to what could
be recycled mean thatalot more

“l oppose the
halving of our
rubbish collection.
It will be unfair and
difficult for the
hard-working
families of the
North Shore,”
says John Gillon

items now need to go into the
general rubbish instead of the
recycle bin, such as tetrapaks,
yoghurt pots, aerosol cans,
containers over 4 litres, and all
plastic and aluminium lids. With
the reduction in the amount
that can be disposed of in the
inorganic collection, combined
with increases to landfill fees,
and abundance of excess
food packaging that can’t be
recycled, households often find
they have more to dispose of in
the general rubbish collection
than they did in the past.

John Gillon believes that before
any reduction in the rubbish
collection is even considered,

Auckland Council must:

» Introduce a street collection
system for soft plastics,
which make up a significant
amount of general rubbish.

» Replace the food scraps
collection with a collection
of food scraps AND garden
waste, as is done in
Rotorua and Christchurch.
Introduce a rates rebate or
reward system for those
who voluntarily reduce
their household waste,
exceed recycling targets or
compost at home.

» Work with the Government
on increasing product
stewardship schemes
(such as the European
‘Green Dot scheme),
where manufacturers
are responsible for the
packaging they produce
and need to pay a recycling
fee in advance. Any such
scheme must include
polystyrene.

v

Last year, instead of ruling out
moving to fortnightly collections,
councillors decided to delay
the decision and hold a ftrial.
This means that councillors
elected at this election will
be determining the future of
Auckland’s weekly collections.
We need councillors like John
Gillon to retain weekly rubbish
collections for the sake of
everyone.

“Removing public rubbish
bins was outrageous
and possibly the craziest
decision to come out of
council for some time,” says
John Gillon.

In 2023, the Mayor and
Councillors instructed staff
to remove 30% of all public
rubbish bins across Auckland
from parks, town centres and
bus stops - not because they
weren’t being used, but to save
on the cost of emptying them.

When visiting regional parks,
it is simple to take your picnic
in and then pack up and take
rubbish with you in your car, but
when people visit or commute
through local parks on foot, it
isn’'t always that easy.

“Dog walkers don’t want to take
smelly poo bags into their cars
or home, and people who buy a
pie or ice cream while on a walk
need somewhere to dispose of
their rubbish,” says John Gillon.

“Under my leadership, the
Kaipatiki Local Board didn’'t
allow bins to be removed from
park entrances or bus stops.

We then funded the installation
of new larger bins in our most

popular parks. Unfortunately
other local boards weren't so
foresighted.”

The reason that cities have
public bins in the first place
seemed to have been forgotten
by councillors. They are a
service to help ensure our
public spaces remain clean,
tidy and free of rats.

“Public rubbish bins are an
essential service for a city and a
cost that needs to be prioritised
and budgeted for, not slashed,”
says John Gillon.

Trouble Wlth Loose Chlpseal

John Gillon is determined to
halt the routine downgrading
of North Shore roads.

“For years our asphalt roads
have been intentionally
downgraded to loose, poor
quality chip seal,” says John
Gillon. “I've been fielding
complaints and concerns from
residents across the North
Shore on all the problems that
come with chip seal.”

Even after numerous sweeps
of the road, a huge amount of
these loose chips are spread
everywhere, causing problems
for residents; safety issues
for pedestrians and cyclists;
damage to vehicles; danger
when mowing the berm; and
damage to carpets and wooden
floors when they are trampled
into the house. The stones
accumulate in the stormwater

Loose chip seal - the new normal across suburban Auckland

system, affecting the
environment and contributing
to flooding. They also leave
bare patches and streaks in the
road, allowing water ingress
and creating potholes.

Since at least 2014, Auckland

Transport (AT) has been
implementing a policy to
downgrade suburban roads

to chip seal where they carry
less than 10,000 vehicles
per day. That is virtually ALL
neighbourhood roads, except
for arterial routes.

This is because NZTA will
only provide a subsidy to AT if
they renew lower-use asphalt
roads using chipseal. AT and
Auckland Council do not want
to properly fund road resealing
without this subsidy, so they
are actively choosing not to
renew roads as asphalt.

Added to this is that the chip
sealing of today is not the same
as chip sealing was under
North Shore City. Today the top-
surface chip is NOT routinely
pre-coated in bitumen, so the
chips do not stay stuck down.
And as they are often a smaller
size than in the past, these
loose stones spread more
easily and get everywhere.
Instead of fully steamrolling
the roads, the chips are left for
passing cars to complete the
job. Of course, what happens
is that the stones are flicked
by tyres and accumulate at
the sides of the road, and on
footpaths and driveways.

“l will fight to protect our
remaining asphalt roads and
for policy change at NZTA
and AT/Council,” says John
Gillon.

Let’s Fix Lake Road

From front page -

we need to proceed with the
Francis St to Esmonde Rd
bridge connection to ensure a
complete link to the Akoranga
bus station and Takapuna.”

According to Auckland
Transport, most of the crashes
involving cyclists on Lake Road
are due to turning vehicles not
seeing cyclists in the cycle
lanes. By upgrading the green
route, cycling for the majority
can be made safer, while
experienced cyclists can still
choose to use the Lake Road
transit lanes during peak times.

Other changes that may be
required include:

» Working with the

Government to fast-track
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the project and amend any
funding requirements that
have caused delays or

restrictions.
» Proceeding with most of
the minor improvements

that has been negotiated
between the Local Board
and Auckland Transport.
Working with schools to
ensure that all students
who arrive by foot, bike or
car are entering the school
from side-roads instead of
Lake Road.

Removing the on-street
carparks outside Takapuna
Grammar on Lake Road.
Proceeding with the

v

v

v

beneficial parts of the ‘Base
Option’ of the 2020 Belmont
Centre Improvement Plan.
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A Green route upgrade must include a Francis St to Esmonde Rd bridge
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No to congestion charging

Free public transport is a better tool to fight congestion than taxing drivers

Like many people, John
Gillon is sick of the traffic

on our roads, however
proposed congestion
charges from the

Government and Mayor
are not the answer.

‘I don’t support congestion
charges being foisted on
North Shore drivers and their
families,” says John Gillon.

“The North Shore will be
adversely affected by any
charge on congestion, as
there are limited alternatives
to travel across Auckland
from the North Shore. The
last thing that local residents

need is to be taxed for using
Lake Road, Onewa Road or
the motorway to get to and
from work or school on time,”
says John Gillon.

The proposed congestion
charge, or “time of use”
charge, could be $5 or more
per trip, however, there is
no guarantee that this tax
will be invested back on the
North Shore, or that it will
be invested into improving
public transport.

International evidence has
shown that some vulnerable
communities and those
least able to pay can be
disproportionately impacted
by congestion charges.
These groups often have
fewer choices as to how
and when they travel. For
example, most workers do
not have the flexibility to start
late or work from home for an
hour or two before travelling

to work. These workers will
be unfairly punished by
congestion charges.

Auckland has not invested
in public transport as an
affordable = and reliable
alternative to driving cars in
the same way that London,
Stolkholm or  Singapore
did before they introduced
congestion charges. The
$4 billion spent on the City
Rail Link will have little to no
benefit in off-setting charges
for North Shore commuters.

“Instead of punishing drivers
with a tax on getting to work,
a better alternative to relieve
congestion in  Auckland,
would be to make all public
transport free or as close to
free as possible.”

“l will oppose congestion
charging for the North
Shore community,” says
John Gillon.

A North Shore Regional Park

John Gillon is proposing
to create a fantastic new
regional park for the North
Shore by combining three
Birkenhead parks: Chelsea
Estate Heritage Park, Kauri
Point Centennial Park and
Chatswood Reserve.

“This new regional park would
include most of the headland
and would be steeped
in heritage, recreational
opportunity and environmental
beauty,” says John Gillon.
“With beaches, native bush,
open spaces, views over
Waitemata Harbour, historic pa
sites and heritage buildings,
there is something for everyone,
and well deserving of the status
of an urban regional park. It
would also be closer and more
accessible to North Shore
residents than other regional
parks.”

The new regional park would
also benefit from the expertise
of an on-site park ranger,
based out of one of the existing
heritage cottages.

Eventually the park could

be expanded to include the
defence force land and other
adjacent reserves.

The idea has been around
since at least 1997 when a
campaign began to purchase
land from Chelsea Sugar and
combine it with neighbouring
parks to form a regional park.
In 2009 that idea resulted in
the creation of Chelsea Estate
Heritage Park, but the work
to form a united regional park

K Park

Soldiers Bay
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Kauri Point
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The beautiful Kendall ay at Kauri Point Centennial Par could be part of a new egional park

Mokoia Roagy

across the headland was never
completed.

In 2022, the Kaipatiki
Local Board under John’s
chairmanship and Chelsea
Regional Park Association
(CHERPA) presented the
proposal to the Council Parks
committee, however it was
voted down.

To achieve this vision, we
need John Gillon on Council to
champion the new park.
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The potential headland regional park is shown in green
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North
Shore
Local

Board
Budgets
Slashed

John Gillon is extremely
concerned about the
reduction in funding for
the North Shore over the
next ten years under the
Mayor’s “Fairer Funding”
regime that will send
funding elsewhere.

“The unfair local board funding
formula will asset-strip the North
Shore and urgently needs to
be reversed or replaced,” says
John Gillon.

The new bulk-funding formula
no longer provides capital
funding based on the assets
that need to be repaired or
replaced.

The Devonport-Takapuna
Local Board’s capital budget
has been gutted, meaning it
must now choose between
new assets that a growing
population needs, while facing
huge bills for heritage buildings
and other facilities. The board
is now considering asset
sales, such as the Devonport
Clay Store.

The Kaipatiki Local Board’s
budget has been capped,
meaning that it will soon be in
the same situation.

“This not only means less
investment into North Shore
communities, but over the
coming years our public assets
like playgrounds, libraries,
leisure centres and parks - that
generations of North Shore
residents have invested in -
may be run-down, closed or
sold,” says John Gillon.

“This is despite North Shore
ratepayers paying over $200
million per year in rates. This is
completely unacceptable.”

Last year, the Kaipatiki Local
Board put forward a much
fairer alternative formula where
each local board would keep
30% of the rates raised within
its area and no local board
would be worse off. However
this proposal was rejected by
councillors.

“If other parts of Auckland
needed more funding, that
should have been addressed
without taking it from the North
Shore.”

“l want to replace the funding
formula that risks asset-
stripping the North Shore,”
says John Gillon.

IN'BF

Shade Sails

Shade sails are an extremely
important part of playgrounds,
as they protect children from
the sun as well as protecting
the play equipment from getting
scorching hot. While trees can
be preferable, they do not
shade equipment when the
sun is at it highest point, and
shadows are at their smallest.

John Gillon has long been a
strong advocate for shade sails
over all playgrounds across
Auckland, and is disappointed
that shade is still not a
compulsory feature and is often
the first thing to be removed
due to budget. This needs to
change.

Dog Fees

The total cost of animal
control is mostly covered by
the registration fees that dog
owners pay each year, and
council has been moving
towards the dog fee covering
the full cost of animal control.
That is why dog fees continue
to increase.

However, the Dog Control
Act 1996 clearly states that dog
registration fees may only be
used for dog-related matters
covered by the Act, and not for
other animal control.

John Gillon believes that
Auckland Council is in breach
of the law and must change
how it funds animal control.

Compliance
Compliance and enforcement
are a core function of
councils, yet these areas
are woefully underfunded by
Auckland Council.

Whether it is a complaint
about noise, dogs, pollution,
sediment run-off or freedom
camping, when a complaint
is made by a member of the
public, there is an expectation
that it will be acted upon in
a timely manner. However,
often cases are triaged as
low priority, not investigated,
and then closed.

The Kaipatiki Local Board
was recently informed that
the budget and staff would
need to double in order to get
on top of the job. If that is the
case, then this is an expense
that needs to be properly
budgeted for by councillors,
and no longer ignored.

Crowing Roosters
Although roosters are not
allowed in suburban areas,
when one appears and is
waking the neighbourhood,
Auckland Council won’t act
because the rooster is not
legally owned, and is also not
classed as a pest.

This can be very stressful for
those who are sleep-deprived
or at the receiving end of
rooster talons. It has resulted
in a cycle of nuisance roosters
being captured and released
a few streets away where
they annoy new neighbours.
Council needs to own this
problem caused by poor
policy and find a solution.
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From front page -

step-free so more can enjoy
them.

“I'm pleased to have prevented
any sale of parkland in the
Kaipatiki area, ensuring public
space is retained as our
population increases. | also
led the development of the
Local Park Management Plan
that saw the largest number of
local parks gaining protection
under the Reserves Act in
decades.

“I've helped to ensure that
sports clubs and non-profit
groups continue to enjoy
peppercorn rentals, while
other local boards have hiked
lease costs.

“l supported the dual naming
or renaming of many of our
Northcote reserves in Te Reo,
to help enhance the visibility of
Maori language.

“I've supported the celebration
of heritage and history of the
area, and the protection of
special character areas.

“'ve  ensured  significant
investment into third-party
community partners to deliver
community development,
placemaking, networking and
events at a far cheaper rate

and with a faster outcome than
Council could ever deliver
directly.

“I've led a greater investment
into environmental restoration
and pest-free initiatives
in our reserves, that have
rejuvenated our parks and
brought neighbours together.
There’s also been investment
into climate change initiatives,
zero-waste solutions and flood
resilience.

“As chair of the local board,
I opened all workshops
to the public, increased
transparency, and axed
ratepayer-funded meals to
local board members. These
are things that also need to be
applied throughout council.
I've blown the whistle on

“As an Auckland
Councillor, I will put
community first
and fight for the

North Shore,’
says John Gillon

many controversial decisions,
budget blow-outs, and
public land sales. And I've
continuously questioned
council staff and pushed back
on unfit solutions to ensure
that our community benefits.

“As your councillor, | will
continue to work hard
representing the North Shore
community that | love.”

Unitary Plan due review

“l am very concerned
that every week Auckland
Council receives over 100
applications to breach Unitary
Plan rules, with many of these
being approved, and without
consulting neighbours,” says
John Gillon.

The Unitary Plan was
adopted in 2016 after a very
tumultuous and aggressive
public consultation period, with
diverse views from across the
community. The result was that
the previous zone rules of most
land parcels were changed to
allow far more intensification
than had ever been seen
before in Auckland, and
irrespective of whether there
was infrastructure to support
the development or increase in
population.

‘I don't think that anyone
came through the Unitary Plan
process happy with where it
landed. Some thought it had
gone too far and some thought
it hadn’t gone far enough. But
it has become accepted by the
wider community as the agreed
rulebook on development,”
says John Gillon. “It is therefore

extremely frustrating that so
many applications to breach the
rules and limits are approved
by council staff and hearing
commissioners.”

Commissioners are also
responsible for a number of
decisions that have gone
against the intention of the
plan, such as allowing massive
developments  (IRDs) on
single-house-zoned land, and
the recent decision to treat
private helicopters landing on
helipads in residential areas as
no different to cars driving into
garages.

The Unitary Plan is due to be
reviewed from 2026, and it's
imperative for the North Shore
to have a strong voice at the
council table to rein in its
excesses and close loopholes.

“l believe that Council must
enforce the zone rules and
ensure that development
only occurs where there
is adequate infrastructure,
and absolutely not in flood
zones as we’ve seen in
Milford. Increased Council
consultation is essential,”
says John Gillon.

From front page -

Preventing flooding in Milford and Walrau catchment

Preventative Maintenance
There has been a lot of
criticism of Auckland Council in
the wake of the 2023 flooding,
with the number of flooded
road catchpits, failing pumps,
and the amount of debris and
dumped items in the channels,
which may have contributed to
the scale of the flooding.
“There needs to be more
funding invested in the
preventative maintenance of
our stormwater infrastructure.
This includes keeping
channels clear and cleaning
out roadside catchpits, many
of which are only cleaned
twice a year,” says John
Gillon. “Street sweeping also
needs to be increased from
the current three-monthly
schedule, particularly  for
roads with a lot of street trees
that drop leaves, and roads
that have been downgraded to
loose chip seal.”

Making Space for Water

As part of the Making Space
for Water programme,
Auckland Council has bought
affected properties across
the North Shore, including
around 120 properties in
Milford, because the ongoing
risk to life is too high. The
future of the Milford land is
still to be determined, but will
likely include daylighting and
widening of the stream, and
raising the land.

Auckland Council has also
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Proposed stormwater projects for the Wairau catchment

proposed a series of projects
across the Wairau Catchment
that will mitigate much of the
flooding if such an event were
to happen again. Only the first
stage has been confirmed
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and funded so far, which
is to create a wetland and
drypond at A F Thomas Park
that is estimated to reduce
the flooding downstream to
Milford by one third. This
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Future stormwater at A F Thomas Park: Above durmg normal weather

will reduce the flood risk for
more than 250 homes. Stage
two will widen the channel
between Wairau Valley and
Milford. Stage three includes
a number of projects across
the catchment, including in
Wairau Valley, Sunnynook and
Totara Vale.

A F Thomas Park

With much of the park needed
for stormwater, the future of
golf at A F Thomas Park is
currently uncertain. This is
obviously of great concern to
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the members and supporters
of the golf club, as this is
one of only a small number
of community golf courses in
Auckland.

In October, Auckland Council
will be consulting with the
community on the type of sport
and recreation that should be
at the park. The Kaipatiki Local
Board will then be considering
the results, and determining
the future of recreation in the
space, in early 2026.

| encourage all interested
people to submit at the time.
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